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by Roger Heath 

Introduction to the Series 

 Last year I started accumulating named private railway 

cancels, finding their histories more intriguing than those of the 

plentiful anonymous Ambulant cancels.  My investigations 

focused on the cancels used on these unique small Swiss 

railways, because the research brought to light the many stories 

of people and their enterprises that the rails of these private lines 

stitched together.  Not surprisingly, I discovered that some 

cancels were easy to find, while others proved painfully difficult. 

 One must remember that when these railways were first 

being built into the countryside there were no personal or 

commercial transportation vehicles other than horse drawn 

wagons.  We see many post cards of cities showing wide empty 

streets, occasionally with trams or pedestrians, but with no cars.  

Similar scenes shown of rural areas, give evidence that, prior to 

the construction or these railways, people had the choice of either 

walking or traveling by horse!                     (continued on page 16) 
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Meet You In St. Louis: 

March 31 - April 2, 2017 
 It's not too late to join your society at our 

annual convention in St Louis March 31 - April 2, 

2017 at the Marriott- Renaissance Hotel (airport).  

A complimentary shuttle can bring you there from 

the airport, and at $89/night it can't be beat.  Just 

mention you are a part of the show (quote the 

group rate code "slsslsa").  The show is at the hotel. 

314-429-1100 [note: this is a correction to the 

wrong number in the January TELL.  Sorry - Ed.]. 

 A variety of speakers will discuss Swiss 

philately throughout the weekend.  Gottfried and 

Marcus Honneger from Switzerland will grace us 

with their presence.  

 Our annual convention will have our mem-

bership meeting on Saturday and swap event on 

Sunday morning.  We will also have a hospitality 

suite available for our membership, after the 

awards banquet on Saturday night as well as Fri-

day night after dinner at a local steakhouse near 

the venue.  The Steakhouse does have a European 

flair on some of the side dishes.  Reservations are 

necessary and you can email me at my email ad-

dress found in TELL.  

 More details, including seminar speakers, 

are in the story in the January TELL. 

 Don't miss out.  Join the fun. 

 

AHPS Election Results 

In our AHPS election  – mercifully, not as rancor-

ous as our recent national election – all announced 

candidates were elected.  Their term of service be-

gan January 1, 2017 and expires on December 31, 

2018.  Welcome to Cheryl Ganz, our new trustee 

for the Central region  – see the introduction  be-

low, and to Mike Peter, our new Vice President.  

And Thank You to our retiring Vice President, 

Chuck LaBlonde.  Our full list of elected officers: 

President: Roger Heath 

Vice-President: Michael Peter 

Secretary & Librarian: Richard T. Hall  

Treasurer: Bruce Marsden 

Regional Trustee West: Dana S. Nielsen  

Regional Trustee Central: Cheryl Ganz  

Regional Trustee East: Gerry Diamond  

Full contact information for our officers  – includ-

ing appointed ones  – is on page 22. 

 

Introducing Cheryl 

Ganz 
 Cheryl R. Ganz, new AHPS Director for the 

Central Region, is a Smithsonian Institution Cura-

tor Emerita following her retirement as the Chief 

Curator of Philately at the Smithsonian National 

Postal Museum and as lead curator of the William 

H. Gross Stamp Gallery, the world’s largest post-

age stamp gallery.  She currently serves as vice-

chair on the USPS Citizen’s Stamp Advisory 

Committee, the committee that selects subjects 

and approves designs for U.S. postage stamps.  

 Her exhibits, research and writing, and 

speaking focus on her specialty of zeppelin posts 

and memorabilia worldwide, especially from U.S. 

airships, the 1933 Graf Zeppelin Chicago flight, 

and Hindenburg.  She edited “The Zeppelin Collec-

tor” for 37 years.  Her lifelong philatelic outreach 

at local, national, and international levels engages 

a vast spectrum of collectors from specialists to 

new audiences.  
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 Philatelic recognitions include the Luff 

Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately, 

Smithsonian Philatelic Achievement Award, Writ-

ers Unit Hall of Fame, Alfred F. Lichtenstein Me-

morial Award for Distinguished Service to 

Philately, Mortimer L. Neinken Medal, 

Carlrichard Brühl Medal, Wisconsin Philatelic 

Hall of Fame, AAMS Aerophilatelic Research 

Award, Lee Medal, Nicolas Carter National Ser-

vice Award, Distinguished Philatelist Award, Eliz-

abeth C. Pope Lifetime Achievement Award, FISA 

Gold Medal, Canadian Aerophilatelic Society 

Award, Chris Hunt Award, and Newberry Award.  

 Ganz earned a PhD in U.S. history from 

the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Her publica-

tions include The 1933 Chicago World’s Fair: A 

Century of Progress; Delivering Hope: FDR & 

Stamps of the Great Depression; Fire & Ice: Hin-

denburg and Titanic; Favorite Finds; Pacific Ex-

change: China & U.S. Mail; and Every Stamp Tells 

a Story: The National Philatelic Collection, plus 

more than one hundred articles. 

 

What Else is Going On? 
 Maybe you already saw: Dick Hall is now a 

columnist for Linn's Stamp News!  His beat, of 

course, will be Switzerland.  His first column, a 

very thorough and readable introduction to Swiss 

Pro Juventute stamps and the accompanying post-

al stationery titled "What makes Swiss Pro 

Juventute stamps so special?" was published in the 

February 6 (weekly) issue.  The frequency of his 

columns will be determined; there are two other 

columns in the pipeline now.  We look forward to 

many more informative and enjoyable columns.   

 Our new AHPS director, Cheryl Ganz, is 

already taking initiatives for the well-being of our 

society.  She has given notice that at the AHPS 

Board meeting in St. Louis, she will move that 

"The American Helvetia Philatelic Society (APS 

affiliate 0052) proposes Sophie Buser for the APS 

Hall of Fame.”  Of course, there is more supporting 

information in the accompanying citation, which 

we expect to publish in the May TELL. 

 The recent catalog of the Roelliphila Feb-

ruary auction included a useful and comprehensive 

article and table of Swiss postal rates from 1849 to 

1917.  The authors were Christina Bamford-Rölli 

and Peter Suter, principals in Roelliphila.  Would 

one of our readers like to translate it into English 

for reprinting in TELL? 

 

Be careful out there! 

 One of our members – name withheld to 

protect the embarrassed – bought this stamp on 

eBay recently.  When it arrived, he could see clear-

ly that the overprint was crude, and over the can-

cellation, and the ink of the overprint had soaked 

through the paper.  Ouch!  (But he did receive a 

refund from the dealer.) 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 The Zürich newspaper, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, of December 11, 2016, reported that at 4:54 a.m. that 

morning, a Swiss Rail freight train departed Basel bound for southern Switzerland, thus becoming the first 

scheduled train to traverse the new Gotthard Basis Tunnel, the culmination of a 17-year construction ef-

fort.  At 6:09 a.m. a Swiss Rail passenger train, the EC11, departed Zürich, bound for Lugano in southern 

Switzerland, becoming the first scheduled passenger train through 

the tunnel.  It arrived in Lugano at 8:17 a.m., 43 minutes faster 

than by the previous Gotthard rail line. 

 I am waiting to see how this milestone was commemorated 

philatelically.  Did some enterprising collector manage to get an 

Ambulant cancel from that first run?  We’ll have to watch the Swiss 

philatelic publications for our answers. 

 While on the subject of railway mail, in my last column I 

discussed an interesting handstamp that President Roger was puz-

zled by.  Thanks to Roland Müller and Albrik Wiederkehr of the 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collector’s Society, we have the answer. 

Paraphrasing Herr Wiederkehr’s comments, here’s the explanation. 

 The marking in the form of a hanging 

balance scales with two pans is officially 

known in Switzerland as a Waagstempel, 

which translates to scales marking. This mark-

ing (Figure 1) was normally only used on rail 

waybills to certify that a piece of freight had 

been weighed on the official railway scales. 

This service was charged at a single tariff of 10 

centimes per piece of freight, called 

Waaggebühr, i.e. scales dues (see Figure 2). 

 It is strange why such a mark was ap-

plied to Roger’s postal card. Examining the 

address side of the card (Figure 3), we read 

that it was sent to M. Porret from his friend 

Emile in Yverdon. Emile asks, "Quand penses-

tu retour" (When do you think you will re-

turn?) in a note at the top of the picture.  From 

this we can assume that M. Porret was visiting 

Pieterlin. We do not know where or of what M. 

Porret was a commis.  As the arrival postmark 

from Pieterlen was correctly positioned on the 

postal card one can assume several possibili-

ties: 

a.  The railway officer took the first rubber 

stamp on hand and applied it to the postal 

card to mark the arrival town. When he had 

finished, he noted to his dismay that he used 

the wrong rubber stamp. Then he took the cor-

rect one and applied it carefully on the postal 

card. 

b.  The recipient of the postal card asked the 

railway officer for a favor to have the 

Waagstempel put on the card he received (un-

 
Fig. 1.  The Waagstempel from Düdingen. 

 
Fig. 2.  Rail waybill from Düdingen showing the 10c Waaggebühr 
and the Düdingen Waagstempel. 
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likely, since his physical presence 

would be required at the time of re-

ceipt at the post office).  

c.  The recipient of the card was known 

as a collector by the railway station 

officer who was glad to please him, 

even during his absence.  

 Figure 4 is another example of 

the incorrect use of a balance scale 

marking, this time at the railway sta-

tion of Ambri-Piotta, on the Gotthard 

line. It is probable that the employee 

was under pressure to deliver the mail 

from the letterbox to the train’s postal 

carriage, and in his haste used the first 

rubber stamp on hand (the wrong 

choice but, probably due to the time pressure, 

made no effort to put the correct postal marking on 

the letter). 

 Many thanks to Herr Wiederkehr and Herr 

Müller for the answer to Roger’s puzzlement.  Per-

haps they can shed a bit more light on the subject 

after they've seen the address side of the card. 

 

 The Swiss Post continues its program of 

post office closures in 2017.  First, let me make a 

couple of corrections, courtesy of my eagle-eyed 

friend George Smith.  First, in the November 2916 

TELL in my post office closings list number 19, I 

erroneously put Freidorf in canton Fribourg – it’s 

in canton Thurgau.  And secondly, in the January 2017 TELL post office closings number 3 I failed to note 

that the assuming post office for Maienfeld in canton Graubünden, Bad Ragaz, is in canton St.Gallen.  I 

apologize for these errors. 

Here’s the next installment of post offices closings. 

1. On January 20, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 6330 Cham 2 Industrie (canton Zug) [assumed by 6330 Cham] 

 4623 Neuendorf (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4622 Egerkingen] 

(Continued on page 15) 

 
Fig. 3. Message side of the Pieterlen postal card. 

 
Fig. 4. Cover from Ambri-Piotta showing an incorrect use of a 
Waagstempel to cancel a stamp. 
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Defining types of frankings:  

Supplementary Franking 
by Giovanni Balimann 

This article was published in the Schweizerischen Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) 
2016/9, and is reprinted here with the gracious permission of the author and the 
SBZ.  The translation is by Heinrich Heissinger. 

Based on the tokens of value I have classified frankings using two or more postage stamps 

as multiple frankings, multicolored frankings, colorful franking, mixed postage or disposal 

frankings. (see SBZ No. 4 / 2016, pages 146-151 and No. 5-6 / 2016, pages 206-209). The rea-

sons for using more than one stamp to frank a postal item were not discussed.  This means 

the emphasis was on appearance of the franking, not the reason for it.  The latter will 

therefore be discussed in this article.  

 

Reasons for using more than one postage stamp 

 The simplest ( and not necessarily most frequent ) reason for using several postage stamps was, as 

it is today, that there was no single denomination stamp in existence to cover the required postage.  This 

means the sender had no postage meter machine (introduced 1923), the post office did not have a Pitney-

Bowes (first 1972 in Basle 1) nor a FRAMA (introduced 1976), nor was there a publicly accessible automat-

ic FRAMA printer to deliver a stamp of exactly the needed denomination (introduced 1976).  This means 

the required franking had to be a combination of two (best case) or more stamps.  If the sender came up 

with the correct postage (hopefully), then the number of stamps and their type was left to the sender.  If a 

post office provided the stamps, then there was a regulation that the postal employee had to use the lowest 

number of stamps available.  There were exceptions to this regulation, but only if the Regional Postal Ad-

ministration (OPD), or later on the Postmaster General, specifically directed to use up denominations not 

needed anymore.  The most common postages not possible with just one postage stamp were: CODs (post-

age plus collection fee), heavy printed matters to foreign countries, parcels to inland or foreign destina-

tions, and supplemental services like registration or express delivery.  

 Whenever postal rates or fees for supplemental services were raised, then stamps for the now nec-

essary new rates were issued.  However, before these new denominations came to be used, both private 

persons as well as counter clerks used up stamps needed for the previous rates in combination with an ad-

ditional stamp of the denomination of the increase in the rate or supplemental service, unless they could be 

used for other types of mail requiring their denomination.  This is why it is not uncommon after a rate in-

crease to find postal items with two stamps.  

 Another reason for the use of more than one stamp, even if a single stamp of the required rate was 

available at the counter, was a habit of most postal customers: they kept (and still do) a stock of stamps 

and postal stationery for the most frequent and/or least expensive services, i.e. the ones needed for the low-

est weight, and today also for the smallest size.  If mail required a higher franking because of a higher 

weight class, a larger size, or a requested supplemental service like registration or express delivery (today 

also A-priority versus B-Economy) then the ‘basic postage’ could be ‘supplemented’ with the necessary 

stamp / stamps either by the sender (at home or at a stamp vending machine), or by the postal clerk at the 

counter.  

 Since the time stamps were declared to be valid forever, several stamps of previously needed de-

nominations are often combined and used up, which method I did define as Utilization Frankings in my 

last article.  

 

Definition of Supplement Franking 

If you Google the German term ‘Ergänzungsfrankatur’ (supplementary franking), it will result in over 

16,000 hits.  However, you will find that none of these hits will give you an actual definition.  This means 
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you are using a term which does not have only one single possible meaning or interpretation.  This also 

holds true for the German term ‘Ergänzungswert’ (supplementary denomination), which results in over 

10,000 hits, also without a definition.  Therefore we will come up with a definition for at least the term 

‘Ergänzungsfrankatur’: 

A philatelic item with 

supplementary franking 

usually shows two 

stamps.  One (and one 

only) is for the so-called 

Primary Franking, which 

represents either a de-

nomination now obsolete 

due to a rate increase, or 

which represents a cur-

rent rate.  The second 

stamp is the Supplemen-

tary Franking, which 

covers above-mentioned 

rate increase, or the ad-

ditional fee necessary for 

faster delivery (Priority 

instead of Economy), or a 

higher weight class, or a 

larger size, or an addi-

tional service such as 

Registration or Express 

Delivery, or a combina-

tion of above possibili-

ties.  In case there is no 

single stamp to cover the 

supplementary franking, 

then two or even more 

stamps must be used.  

 To better under-

stand this definition, the 

currently valid and wide-

ly familiar ‘Inland Letter 

Rates for Letters up to 

500 Grams’ will be used.  

 The first case of 

our definition is shown 

in the upper part of Fig. 

1.  The heading ‘Primary 

Frankings’ can be found 

on the left.  Below it are 

listed the previous ‘old’ 

rates, which became ob-

solete due to a rate in-

crease.  To the right of it 

is the listing of the pres-

ently valid rates. (there 

are fewer previous rates 

than present rates be-

cause later on weight 

limits were changed, 

 
Fig. 1. Matrix showing currently possible Primary and Supplementary Frankings, as of 
January 1, 2016. The color of the Supplementary Franking’s denomination shows whether it 

can be covered using a currently or previously offered stamp, or if this requires two or more 
stamps. 
 

Translations of terms in the figure: 
Erstfrankatur: primary franking 
Ergänzungsfrankatur; supplementary franking 
vorgängige Taxen:  previous rates 
Taxen gültig am 1.1.2016: rates as of January 1, 2016 
B5:    letters, format up to B5, (size up to 17.6 to 25 centimeters), up to 2 centimeters thick. 
B4:    letters, format up to B4, (size up to 25.0 to 35.3 centimeters), up to 2 centimeters thick. 
         (letters larger than B4 have to be mailed as packages). 
A:      A-mail Priority 
B:      B-mail Economy 
A+:    A-mail Plus, electronic tracking and tracing for greater security, surcharge CHF 3.50. 
bis:    up to 
über:  over 
Ergänzungsfrankaturen (supplementary frankings): 
85:  as of Jan. 1, 2016, a single stamp was available from the post offices for this rate  
60:  as of Jan. 1, 2016, only a single coil stamp was available from the post offices for this rate 
45:  as of Jan. 1, 2016, no single stamp was available from the post offices for this rate 
95:  there has never been a single stamp available for this rate 
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causing large size mail over 250 g to become even less expensive).  After the rate increase of January 1, 

2004, many customers of the postal service likely had stamps to 70 and 90 Rappen at home, which had to 

be used up and needed supplemental stamps.  On April 1, 2012, the rates for registration were increased.  

This most likely only affected such business customers who had in stock stamps with a denomination of 

CHF 5.00, or envelopes pre-franked with CHF 5.00 using a postage meter machine.  The definition’s second 

case is shown in the lower part of Figure 1, where you will find the currently valid rates (as above).  Today 

customers probably prefer stamps of Fr. 0.85 and Fr. 1.00, needed for the most frequent B- or A-mail rate.  

Business customers frequently sending large-size correspondence possibly keep stamps of Fr. 1.80 or Fr. 

2.00 on hand.  

 Fig. 1 shows in the intersections of rows and columns the supplementary franking necessary to re-

value the type of service listed in the first three columns to the corresponding changed rate. It also gives 

information if a single stamp is currently available for primary franking or for supplementary franking 

(tax in black on light-grey background), or a coil stamp of the required denomination is currently available 

(tax dark-brown on light-brown), or if such a stamp had been available more than three years ago and still 

could be on hand here or there (tax dark-green on light-green background), or if it is unavoidable to use two 

or more supplemental stamps (tax dark-blue).  There are a total of 63 different amounts of supplementary 

frankings between Fr. 0.10 and 6.30.  For fourteen of these frankings a single stamp is available from the 

post office at present, and for two a coil stamp.  For thirteen of them a single stamp with the required rate 

had been available in the past, and finally there is the majority of 34 rates for which a single stamp had 

never been available.  

 As you can see in Fig. 1, there are stamps avail-

able for single franking of all A and B postal mailings 

up to 500 grams.  On the other hand, no mailing with 

an additional service (A+ or R) can be franked with just 

one single stamp of the present stamp-set (definition in 

SBZ No. 4/2016, page 148: all at a given point in time 

valid stamps, with reference to denomination, picture 

and color, but not considering type of paper, 

security measures and/or perforation).  In all of 

these cases a primary franking of Fr. 5.00 is 

needed, together with a supplementary frank-

ing of Fr. 1.00, 1.30 or 2.00.  For all of these 

supplementary frankings single stamps are 

available (Fig. 2).  

 Such frankings will probably be rather 

rare in reality.  Most of them were likely cor-

rectly franked with just one imprint from a 

postage meter machine (business mail), or a 

ticket from a station terminal (private custom-

ers).  You will also notice in Fig. 1 that a sender 

of items with one of the six primary frankings 

for A or B mail can upgrade them in only very 

rare cases by using only one stamp of Fr. 3.00, 

4.00 or 5.00 to mailings with additional service 

(A+ or R).  Such items will most likely be found 

with a supplementary franking.  

 
Fig. 2.  ‘necessary’ supplementary franking of one Swiss 

Franc, as for registered mailings of the lowest weight 
class and of the smallest size presently no Fr. 6.00 stamp 
is offered.  
 

 
Fig. 3.  The three possibilities for ‘true’ supplementary frankings for 

A-post mail up to 100 g from the time period January 1, 2004 until 
today. All of them were found in non-philatelic mail (top and middle 
with stamps for the previous rates for A-, respective B-post 
sendings).  
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 Frankings with two or more stamps valid at the time of sending the item do not classify as supple-

mentary frankings according to our definition, if their single denominations do not represent a present or 

recently changed rate and therefore cannot be called a primary franking.  Of combinations possible for B 

post mail up to 100 grams, 80 + 5 , 75 + 10 , 70 + 15, 60 + 25 , 50 + 35 and 45 + 40 Rp, only the third one is 

a supplementary franking!  The picture is slightly better for A post mail: three of the possible combinations, 

90 + 10 , 85 + 15 , 80 + 20 , 75 + 25 , 70 + 30 , 60 + 40 and 50 +50, are supplementary frankings (Fig. 3).  

 To avoid classifyng an item as a disposal franking, it should show: the primary franking using a 

stamp from the stamp-set valid at the date shown in the postmark, or from the stamp-set valid immediate-

ly before the rate increase, and on the other hand for the supplementary franking a stamp from the stamp-

set valid at the date shown in the postmark.  

 It should be understood that Fig. 1 shows only part of the presently possible supplementary 

frankings.  It does not cover primary frankings to foreign countries (Europe and the rest of the world), nor 

the fee for other services like return receipt or Express delivery, which all result in new amounts of sup-

plementary frankings.  For our definition of supplementary franking and its basic underlying principles, 

the table in Fig. 1 is sufficient.  Some readers might find that the concept presented for supplementary 

franking is complicated.  However, as I have already said in my first article, philatelic knowledge and cor-

rect description and interpretation of a franking go beyond the simple use of a stamp catalogue.  

 

Now let us leave the modern times and return to earlier periods and consider what types of supplementary 

frankings are more or less frequent. 

 

 

 
Table 1.  Most common postage rates, taxes or frankings (including fees for other services) for inland letter-mail from July 1, 

1875 through December 31, 1965 for the respective first weight class and shortest distance for delivery (for Express items) 
(1)

. 
  

Translation of terms in Tables 1 and 2: 
Zuschläge: surtaxes, extra charges 
R: registration 
Exp.: Express delivery 
Nachnamen bis , NN bis: CODs up to 
Drucksachen: printed matter 
Anzahl: number 
Postkarten: postcards 
Briefe: letters 
Nah: short distance 
Fern: long distance 
ab Datum: since 
18 32:  For rates in blue letters single stamps of this denomination were not available during their period of validity. 
Note: dates are given in their European form: day. month.  
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 As can be seen in Tables 1 (inland) and 2 (foreign countries), listing the most common postage rates 

and fees, rates for mail without a fee for other services were in the range of 2 to 50 Rappen over a period of 

90 years (1875 to 1965), registered letter-mail between 12 and 100 Rappen.  Single stamps of the required 

denomination were always available for letters without a fee for other services.  It is however a different 

situation for registered printed matter, all rates for postcards and for registered letters to a foreign coun-

try.  To frank these correctly, there were time periods where rates of 12 (for a time),18, 22, 22½, 23, 35 (for 

a time), 47½ and 65 Rappen could only be covered by using two stamps.  Nevertheless, it is not unusual to 

find a multitude of letters with rates which could have been covered with a single franking, but which were 

franked with two or more stamps.  The reason for this might be that customers often tended to keep 

stamps of the lowest denomination on hand: since 1921 (the rate for printed matter was raised from 3 to 5 

Rappen) stamps of 5, 10 and at most 20 Rappen could be combined to cover all higher rates.  In the 90-year 

period there was always a minimum rate of 5, 10 and 20 Rappen.  This means a stamp of 5, 10 or 20 

Rappen can always be regarded as a primary franking.  A second stamp on such an item will always make 

it one with a supplementary franking.  This means mail with two stamps from this period, following the 

definition in my last article, are not something rare, except in case they are a ‘true’ mixed franking. 

 

Supplementary Frankings on Postal Stationery 

 Let us look therefore at the oldest ‘Combination Frankings’, which are items where primary frank-

ing and supplementary franking were made up by different ways of franking.  In the above-mentioned time 

frame postal customers also had access to quite a variety of postal stationery, admittedly with comparably 

fewer denominations than the respective stamp-set valid at this time: envelopes (called Tüblibriefe) with 

imprints for local letters, inland letters, letters abroad, and postcards with imprints for inland and (until 

1973) for foreign countries, and finally wrappers for printed matter of the first weight class for inland and 

foreign destinations.  Wrappers for foreign destinations were discontinued in 1948.  Also available were 

postal forms for monetary transactions (money orders and notes for debits to be collected) which were not 

part of the category ‘letter mail’.  As we pointed out before, above-mentioned postal stationery items were 

available for the most frequently needed denominations only, and ‘other services’ and/or a higher weight 

class always triggered a supplementary franking.  As for wrappers, a wrapper to a foreign destination could 

be used for a second inland weight class for quite some time.  

 
Table 2.  Most common postage rates, taxes or frankings ( including fees for other services ) for letter-mail to foreign countries 

from July 1, 1875 through December 31, 1965 for the respective first weight class and shortest distance for delivery ( for Ex-
press items ) 

(1).
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 Of course, supplementary frankings in connection with postal stationery were needed also if there 

was a rate increase, and supplies with the imprint of the old rate had to be used up.  This, for example, was 

the case when the printed matter rate was increased on February 1, 1915, from 2 to 3 Rappen. The valid 

stamp set had no 1 Rappen denomination, so 2 Rappen Tellboy stamps received an overprint, enabling the 

customer to use up his remaining stock of 2 Rappen wrappers and stamps (Fig. 4). 

 The vast majority of these overprints most 

likely was used by owners of private postal station-

ery (Fig. 5), as the PTT did not facilitate an addi-

tional imprint of 1 Rappen, nor one of 3 Rappen on 

customers' remaining stock, as the PTT did for its 

own stock (Fig. 6).  

 None of the examples shown is exciting, but 

they pose a question if the complete remaining stock 

of 2 Rappen Tellboys was overprinted in 1915, as is 

suggested in all catalogues by the nomenclature 

‘Ausbrauchsausgabe”. ‘Ausbrauch’ refers to ‘using 

up’, ‘Ausgabe’ denotes an official new issue.  The answer must be a clear ‘no’ (2) ,as the 2 Rappen stamp was 

still needed to upgrade printed matter of the first weight class (3 Rappen) to second weight class (5 

Rappen) (Fig. 6)! 

 It is therefore not surprising that towards the end of 1920 a still sufficiently large supply of not 

overprinted stamps was available to upgrade printed matter of the first weight class to the new rate of 5 

Rappen (Fig. 7).  This means the overprint did not use up the 2 Rappen Tellboy, but rather only part of its  

 
Fig. 4.  wrapper for a printed matter, 1

st
 weight class, with a 

supplementary franking of 1 Rappen. This was needed be-
cause of the rate increase from 2 to 3 Rappen, effective Feb-
ruary 1, 1915.  

 
 

 
Fig. 5.  Private stationery (envelope and postcard) for a printed 

matter, 1
st
 weight class, with a supplementary franking of 1 

Rappen.  This was needed because of the rate increase from 2 
to 3 Rappen, effective February 1, 1915. 

 
Fig. 6.  Wrapper for printed matter, 1

st
 weight class. Over-

printed 1915 by postal authorities due to the rate increase 
from 2 to 3 Rappen.  The example shows a printed matter 
item of the 2

nd
 weight class, supplemented with a 2 Rappen 

stamp (not overprinted). 
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Fig. 11.  Envelope and wrapper with supplementary franking for 

COD up to Fr. 5.- . 

 

stock was overprinted.  The overprinted part served to 

use up other stamps or postal stationery in the hands 

of customers: on one hand 2 Rappen stamps, wrappers 

and private stationery, on the other hand the obsolete 

stamps to 12 Rappen and obsolete private stationery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 8.  Postcard and wrapper with imprint for the inland-

rate, upgraded with the postage needed for being mailed to 
a foreign destination. 

 
Fig. 7.  Wrapper for a printed matter, 1st weight class, upgrad-
ed with a supplementary franking of 2 Rappen.  This was nec-
essary because of the rate increase effective January 1, 1921. 

 

 

 
Fig. 9.  Postcard with supplementary franking for registration 

 

 
Fig. 10.  Postcard with supplementary franking for Express 
delivery 
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for printed matter with COD up to 10 Francs and 

for registered printed matter respectively.  

 Just as in the case of stamps, customers 

usually kept on hand postal stationery of the low-

est denominations, therefore for inland mail.  Such 

items with supplementary franking, to be mailed to 

foreign destinations, can be found fairly frequently 

(Fig. 8). 

 Less frequent, but by no means rare, are 

postal stationery with supplementary franking for 

‘registered’ (Fig. 9), or ‘Express’  (Fig. 10).  

 Ordinary stationery items with COD are 

more rare, as larger numbers of such mail were 

usually mailed using private stationery (Fig. 11). 

 Finally, the items most difficult to find are 

postal stationery items issued for mail to a foreign 

destination, but used for inland mail, using the 

amount above the inland rate to cover an ‘other 

service’. (Figs. 12 and 13). 

 Since 1974, due to different rates for mail to 

CEPT-countries and the rest of the world, post-

cards to foreign destinations were no longer issued.  

Not surprisingly, the number of supplementary 

frankings on inland (picture)-postcards has in-

creased (Fig. 14). 

 Finally, we should talk briefly about the 

mail’s involvement in money matters.  Forms for 

money orders were available with a maximum im-

print of 60 Rappen.  Until the end of August 1876 

this covered amounts up to 500 francs, then until the end of May 1883 it covered amounts up to 400 francs.  

Transfers of higher amounts always required a supplementary franking (Fig. 15). 

 
Fig. 12.  This stationery with a private imprint, issued for mailing 

to a foreign destination, covers the fee for the COD, while the 
supplementary franking represents the rate due for the underly-
ing printed matter.  

 

 
Fig. 13.  This stationery, issued for mailing to a foreign des-

tination, was used for philatelic inland-mail with a supple-
mentary franking of 30 Rappen to complete the Express fee 
of 40 Rappen. 
 

 
Fig. 14.  Picture postcard with supplementary franking for de-

livery to a CEPT-membership country. 

 

 
Fig. 15.  Money order with the highest imprint (60 Rappen) 

and a supplementary franking of 20 Rappen for a money trans-
fer of Fr. 521.20. 
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 The lowest rate was increased to 30 

Rappen with the new tariffs of September 1, 1876.  

Obsolete forms with an imprint of 20 Rappen were 

therefore used up with a supplementary franking 

of 10 Rappen (Fig. 16). 

 The imprint on a postal stationery item is 

normally the primary franking, which is supple-

mented with a stamp because of a rate increase or 

a request for an additional service.  This is also 

true in the example shown as Fig. 12, although 

there the supplementary franking covers the actu-

al rate for the printed matter (3 Rappen), while 

the imprint (20 Rappen) is the rate for the COD 

(other service), because both rates corresponded to 

a primary franking at the time of mailing.  But no 

rule without an exception: if a stationery item was 

valid forever, and if one held on to it long enough, 

then its imprint could become devaluated enough 

to be only sufficient for a supplementary franking.  

To prove this, such an item is shown in Fig. 17, but 

it was probably created by a resourceful collector 

and never mailed.  Of course we are looking in this 

case at a disposal franking, but also at a supple-

mentary franking, as the stamp is correct for the 

previous rate for priority mailings, discontinued in 

2004.  

 

Discussion 

 Which of the vast number of mailed items 

with a franking of multiple stamps are the really 

interesting ones concerning supplementary 

frankings?  Without a doubt, a large portion of 

them were created for philatelic reasons, or were 

created for the sender’s convenience. He might 

have intended to create a pretty philatelic item for 

the recipient (or himself), or he had only stamps of 

the lowest denomination on hand for maximum flexibility when franking.  Such items might get attention 

and be visually attractive, but they are not really relevant for many collectors, as such ‘surface-covering’ 

frankings on postal items are not, or only rarely, necessary for postal reasons.  This is also the case with 

supplementary frankings: ‘less’ is usually better than ‘more’.  In light of this the following two types of sup-

plementary frankings deserve our special attention: 

Necessary supplemental franking, if at the time of franking no stamp of the needed denomination was 

in the stamp-set, nor a proper stationery item was available. In this case the supplemental franking had to 

be made using a stamp available from the stamp-set, or it would have been simultaneously a franking with 

intent to use up an obsolete denomination.  

Optimal supplementary franking or supplementary franking according to regulations, if it was 

accomplished by using the lowest possible number of stamps from the stamp-set valid at this time.  

 Most readers will have already noticed: not all of the examples presented so far are an independent 

type of franking.  If both primary and supplementary franking, consist exclusively of postage stamps, then 

we are looking at a multiple, multicolored, colorful, mixed, or disposal franking.  The other way around is 

not always so: only if one of the stamps used was a primary franking at the time of sending, then you can 

call the other stamps supplemental franking.  By the way, this also holds true for items with a combination 

franking: if one token of value (stamp, imprint of a stationery item, print of a postage meter machine, tick-

 
Fig. 17.  Picture postcard of the 1935 edition.  It was used 70 

years after the rate increase for priority mail from 90 Rappen 
to 1 Franc as supplemental franking to a stamp. 

 

 
Fig. 16.  Money order with an imprint of the previous lowest 

rate of 20 Rappen, obsolete since September 1, 1876, supple-
mented with a stamp to 10 Rappen for a money transfer of Fr. 
155.70. 
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et from a FRAMA vending machine, ticket from a post 

office counter, etc.), represents a primary franking, 

then the single or multiple other tokens of value also 

represent a supplementary franking.  We will address 

these in the next installment.  

 

Literature:  

(1) ZACK – special prints  

     The postal rates of Switzerland since 1862 - volume 1 Inland and  

     The postal rates of Switzerland since 1875 – volume 2 Foreign Countries 

Both published by the commission for Youth Philately of the VSPhV (1990 resp. 1995). 

(2) Swiss Postal Administration directive No. 10 of January 20, 1915. 

 

Matterhorn Meanderings (Continued from page 5) 

2. On January 21, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 5644 Auw (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5643 Sins] 

 5444 Künten (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5620 Bremgarten] 

3.  On January 21, 2017, the 6330 Cham 1 post office closed and reopened as 6330 Cham on January 23, 2017. 

4.  On February 4, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 1055 Froideville (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1055 Froideville] [K-cancel K967 was last used on that date] 

 8498 Gibswil (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8636 Wald ZH] 

5.  On February 10, 2017, the post office at 1623 Semsales (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by 1630 Bulle] 

6.  On February 18, 2017, the following post offices were closed: 

 8374 Dussnang (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 9500 Wil (canton St.Gallen)]  

  [K-cancel K162a was last used on that date] 

 8484 Weisslingen (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8484 Weisslingen]  

  [K-cancel K1482 was last used on that date] 

7.  On February 24, 2017, the post office at 5054 Kirchleerau-Moosleerau (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed 

by 5040 Schöftland] 

8.  On March 3, 2017, the post office at 4938 Rohrbach (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 4937 Ursenbach] 

[K-cancel K487a was last used on that date] 

9.  On March 4, 2017, the post office at 8165 Schöfflisdorf (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8165 Schöfflisdorf] 

 

Good to Know!  Grilled Paper or Grilled Gum?  
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in April 2012 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 In order to stop stamps and particularly whole sheets of stamps curling, the PTT used a device to 

gently break up the gum surface of stamp sheets by impressing a pattern of horizontal and vertical inden-

tations, the so-called “grill”. This grill was used primarily between about 1933 and 1940. The grill pattern 

was impressed strongly enough to still show up on the back of used stamps once the gum has been re-

moved.  

 While this was purely a method to treat the gum of stamp sheets, strictly speaking we should talk 

about stamps with “grilled gum”, but in general parlance the term “grilled paper” has taken hold, both 

for mint and used stamps, although both SG and SBK now correctly talk of stamps with grilled gum in 

their catalogue listings. Whichever term you use, in practice there is no distinction. In a future article I will 

give some hints as to how best to tell grilled papers from “ordinary” papers. 

After I asked Heinrich Heissinger to trans-

late this article, I realized that this is part of 

a series; there are previous articles, and lat-

er ones.  We have permission to reprint all 

of them.  Are any of our members willing to 

translate any others?  -- Ed. 
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Private Swiss Railways: 

Regional Val-de-Travers Railway 
 (Continued from page 1)  The cancellations on the rail post mail make it possible to both track the 

development of these routes and to understand how rail became the modern transportation technology of 

the day. 

 This series will cover rail routes from 3km long to 50km, standard or narrow gauge track, mountain 

and interurban; all illustrated using cancellations found on correspondence posted along the way. 

 

The Regional Val-de-Travers Railway 

 A mere ten and a half kilometers long, the Regional Val-de-Travers railway made a significant im-

pact on the economy and the personal lives of those who lived and worked in the valley.  The inclusion of 

mail services contributed to speedier and more frequent communication for the community.  Postal cancels 

document this service. 

 

History of the Valley 

 Connecting Switzerland to France, an historic road follows the Val de Travers through the Jura 

Mountains of Western Switzerland.  The communities along this valley are Travers, Couvet, Môtiers, Fleu-

rier, and Saint Sulpice, with the road climbing to the upper valley village of Les Verrières and through into 

France via La Cluse-et-Mijoux, and finally continuing on to Pontarlier (Fig. 1, on page 1).  

 

Asphalt mining and road paving 

 In the year 1711 natural rock asphalt deposits were discovered at La Presta in the Val-de-Travers 

between Travers and Couvet.  The La Presta asphalt mine produced small quantities of fine quality as-

phalt, which for over one hundred years were used in the medical field.  This asphalt possessed a propor-

tion of 10 to 12 percent bitumen that, later in history would become the standard for synthetically 

engineered asphalt in road construction. 

 In 1849 the Chief Engineer for the Canton of Neuchâtel, Andrè Mérian, noticed that pieces of as-

phalt rock fell from carts traveling the road between the La Presta mine and the mastic works at the vil-

lage of Travers.  This material compressed under the iron rimmed cart wheels, making the road surface 

more durable and weatherproof.  He put his observation to a test by surfacing a crude road from Saint 

Sulpice to Les Verifiers with rock asphalt.  In spite of the instability of the road’s foundation and the irreg-

ularity of its maintenance, the road was reported in good order in 1866, seventeen years later.  This exper-

iment may be considered the start of the world-wide asphalt street paving industry. 

 Industrial scale mining by the Neuchâtel Rock Paving Company began in 1873 and continued until 

1986. Eventually over two million tonnes of ore were extracted from the La Presta mine and exported 

around the world, as far away as New York and Australia.  The tunnels extend just over 100 kilometers 

[62miles] on several levels, all cut into the bitumen-infused limestone strata.  The mined rock was crushed 

and heated to form a paste-like material (mastic), then allowed to cool into bricks suitable for shipping.  A 

railway was essential for shipping commercial volumes of this product. 

 

Absinthe distilleries 

 At the end of the 18th century, the Val-de-Travers area was a major absinthe producing center; this 

was due to favorable conditions for growing the wormwood plant, the primary ingredient of absinthe.  

Couvet, Môtiers and Fleurier lead all other communities in the production of absinthe.  Distilling took 

place locally, and the absinthe extract, previously shipped by horse drawn wagon, was eventually shipped 

by rail to Geneva or France.  Production reached such high levels that at one point an overhead pipeline 

from a factory in Couvet poured the liquor directly into tank-carriages standing ready on the tracks below.  
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 Later, as a result of high export taxes, Swiss distillers decided to transfer their business operations 

to nearby Pontarlier in France.  Switzerland prohibited the sale and production of absinthe in 1910.  Nine-

ty-five years after this ban, absinthe again became legal to produce and drink in 2005. 

 

Watch and Lace making 

 Watch making was not only a large factory business but also a cottage industry throughout the 

Canton of Neuchâtel.  Nearly all communities had small factories or individual workshops where skilled 

workers made watches on a piecework basis.  Prior to the introduction of railways, all these products were 

shipped by horse drawn wagons. 

 Lace making, another cottage industry, added to the fame of the Val-de-Travers.  Exporting lace 

from Switzerland created cash income for those in the small communities of the Jura Mountains.  Rail 

transport increased the markets for both watches and lace. 

 

Coming of the Railways 

Neuchâtel–Pontarlier 

 The French company, Paris–Lyon–Medi-

terranean Railway (PLM) sought to connect its 

network with the Swiss rail system.  To achieve 

this goal it founded the Franco–Swiss Company in 

1856 to construct a railway from Pontarlier, 

France, to the Swiss border at Les Verrières, then 

down through the Val-de-Travers to Neuchâtel.  
On 25 July 1860 the line from Neuchâtel to Les 

Verrières opened, connecting with the PLM (Fig. 

2).  

 To achieve a maximum gradient of 2% be-

tween Neuchâtel [elevation 1411 ft] and the rail 

crest at Les Bayards [elevation 3215ft], the line 

was constructed with many cuttings and tunnels.  

The steepest grade started at Travers [elevation 

2411ft] and extended to the crest at Les Bayards, a rise of 800ft in only 13.5km.  Though Saint Sulpice [el-

evation 2474ft] was located only 5.5km from Les Bayards, the steepness of the terrain made it impossible 

to build a rail route through the valley communities.  The new rail line bypassed them all, except Travers 

where the carriage road and railway split, taking 

different routes to Les Verrières and France. 

 

Bern–Pontarlier 

 In 1862 additional rail openings connected 

Bern with the Neuchâtel–Pontarlier line for direct 

access to France. Soon international trains operat-

ed between Paris and Bern via Les Verrières and 

Neuchâtel (Fig. 3).  

 

Regional Val de Travers 

 It soon became obvious to locals and busi-

nessmen in the Val-de-Travers that they had been 

bypassed with no access to the new train line, ex-

cept at Travers.  After many years of planning 

meetings to determine who would pay for a railway to service the local communities along the valley floor, 

 
Fig. 2: Neuchâtel-Pontarlier, 4 June 1864, arrived Paris 5 
June. Single rate letter to France. [canceler used 1863-66] 

 
Fig. 3: Bern-Pontarlier, 26 July 1865. Letter originated in 
Couvet to Vals-les-Bains, forwarded to Vézénobres 29 July, 
forwarded to Nimes. International letter to France. [canceler 
used 1864-68] 

 

http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Chemins%252525252520de%252525252520fer%252525252520de%252525252520Paris%252525252520%2525252525C3%2525252525A0%252525252520Lyon%252525252520et%252525252520%2525252525C3%2525252525A0%252525252520la%252525252520M%2525252525C3%2525252525A9diterran%2525252525C3%2525252525A9e&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Chemins%252525252520de%252525252520fer%252525252520de%252525252520Paris%252525252520%2525252525C3%2525252525A0%252525252520Lyon%252525252520et%252525252520%2525252525C3%2525252525A0%252525252520la%252525252520M%2525252525C3%2525252525A9diterran%2525252525C3%2525252525A9e&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Pontarlier&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Les%252525252520Verri%2525252525C3%2525252525A8res&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Val-de-Travers%252525252520(district)&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Neuch%2525252525C3%2525252525A2tel&item_type=topic
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Neuch%2525252525C3%2525252525A2tel&item_type=topic
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the 10.5 km Regional Val-de-Travers railway final-

ly came into being and opened between Travers–

Fleurier–Saint Sulpice in September 1883.  The 

company headquarters was located in Fleurier, 

which was also the main depot for the railway 

[Figure 4].  A short 3km branch was added between 

Fleurier and Buttes in 1886. In the first year, over 

10,000 travelers per month used the Regional with 

revenues exceeding forecasts.  The railway was a 

raging success! 

 The Regional Val-de-Travers was built for 

standard gauge trains and carriages, which allowed 

the equipment to come and go on the main lines, a 

requirement of the asphalt and absinthe industries.  

At first all locomotives were steam, then in 1924 

the company added diesel electric equipment (Fig. 

5).  Finally the line was fully electrified in 1944, 

due to shortages of fossil fuels during WWII. 

 

Regional Val-de-Travers accepts 

and carries the mail 

 The first canceller assigned to this line can be seen in Fig. 6.  There 

were not many ”named” cancellers issued during the 1880’s because the post 

office had transitioned to using cancelling devices labeled ”Ambulant” with 

route numbers.  It appears local private railways still received named cancel-

lers. 

 On 30 October 1890, Güller, the manufacturer of Swiss postal cancel-

lers, shipped a second canceller having changed the engraving to reflect the 

correct railway name: Regional/Val-de-Travers (Fig. 7). 

 After September 1899 a new straight line Saint Sulpice (Neuchâtel) de-

vice was introduced to avoid confusion with Saint Sulpice, near Lausanne.  In 

early 1901 a new Re-

gional CDS canceller 

replaced the older 1890 device.  Note the minor dif-

 
Fig. 4: Fleurier Station circa 1905. 

 
Fig. 5:  Diesel electric car built in Germany, 1915. Acquired by 
Regional Val-de-Travers in 1924. Even after electrification of 
line in 1944, it remained in service until 1965. 

 
Fig. 7: 14 May 1891 Couvet to Fresens, Neuchâtel, via St 
Aubin and Montalchez. From manufacturer of watch making 
tools to watch maker in Fresens. 

 
Fig. 6:  St. Sulpice-Travers 
[Shipped from Güller 20 No-
vember 1883.] 

 

 
Fig. 8: All three cards originated at St. Sulpice. The December 
1899 St. Sulpice straight line has (Neuchâtel) added to distin-
guish this community from St. Sulpice, Vaud, near Lausanne. 
Regional de Travers Types 2 (1899) and 3 (1901) show differ-
ence between the two devices. 
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ference in the engraving of REGIONAL in Fig. 8, top vs bottom, and also the locations of the ‘E’ and ‘A’ of 

REGIONAL.  The most obvious difference is the broken lower bridge line of the older device. 

 It is interesting to note that each communi-

ty had a regular post office where most mail was posted, but there were a few people who used the train 

stations.  Fig. 9 was posted at Travers Station, the northern terminus of the railway, addressed to a person 

at the hospital in Couvet, a distance of only 4 kilometers.  Fig. 10 was posted at Couvet station addressed 

to a young lady in Môtiers, a distance of 2.5 km. 

 Correspondence was sent to foreign desti-

nations during this time period, such as Belgium 

and France (Fig. 11).  The limited number of desti-

nations found so far can be attributed to the fact 

that sellers in other countries do not recognize the-

se named bahnpost/ambulant cancellations as any-

thing special.  International uses are difficult to 

find, as they are not fully described when offered 

for sale. 

 The distribution of the flexible-head cancel-

lers invented by Frederic deCoppet started in late 

1903. Among the very first made were ‘Ambulant’ 

with a route number.  The first ‘regional’ devices 

were shipped in May 1904, but it wasn’t until 16 

December 1908 that the Regional Val-de-Travers 

received its new style canceller.  The name was changed to reflect the termini of the route. It appears 

‘Travers-Buttes/Poste Amb.’ was used on all items posted on this railway (Fig. 12) with the older canceller 

 
Fig. 10: Couvet to Môtiers, 17 March 1904. Subject of card is a 
young woman decorated and posing as ”IRIS - Confiance, 
Attachment.” The message ”Receive my best friendship.”, 
signed and dated. Domestic postcard rate. 

 
Fig. 11: Buttes to Villers-Bouton, France, 5 July 1905. 

 
Fig. 12: Môtiers to Veyrac, France, 15 August 1910. 

 
Fig. 9: Travers to Couvet, 4 April 1906. Subject of card is a 
yellow rose, with no signature or message.  Printed matter, 
though the ”carte postale” is not crossed out nor ”imprimé” 
written in. 

 
Fig. 13: [Travers] Travers-Buttes 28 March 1912 to St. Sulpice. 
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retired.  Two of these new cancellers were distributed with a very slight difference in one of the engraved 

letters. 

 

 Straight line station markings were last used in 1910.  Starting in 1911, the origin of postal items 

must be identified by other features.  The card addressed to Saint Sulpice, shows a picture of ‘Travers - Les 

Environs’, so one might assume it originated in Travers (Fig. 13).  The card shown in Fig. 14 not only 

shows a picture of the town of Couvet, but also on the left side of the message is written ‘Couvet, 20 Okt, 

1914’. The 1918 example shown in Fig. 15 went by train to Les Verrières via Travers [25.5km], instead of 

by road through Saint Sulpice [8km].  This flexible-head canceller was used for many years. 

 

 A cover shown in Fig. 16 shows the canceller used in 1931, twenty-three years after being placed in 

service.  Finally, Fig. 17 appears to be the same device used in 1957, cleaned and with the hachures re-

moved.  A search of the Güller proof book revealed no record of a new design without hachures, suggesting 

this marking must be a modification of the original device. 

 The Regional Val de Travers operates to this day, though it has been absorbed within the Trans-

ports Régionaux Neuchâtelois.  I have yet to discover the last day a canceller was used on this railway, or 

to determine whether mail is still accepted at stations on this route.  Any additional information is appre-

ciated.  
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tic letter. 

 
Fig. 15: [Fleurier] Travers-Buttes 27 February 1918 to 
Verrières.  Domestic postcard. 

 
Fig. 14: [Couvet] Travers-Buttes 20 October 1914 to 
Murganthal.  Domestic postcard. 

 
Fig. 17: [Picture of Couvet] Travers-Buttes 19 March 1957 
to Hannover, Germany. International postcard. 
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Harlan Stone's Philatelic Exhibits to the APRL 
 Harlan Stone has sent copies of his award-winning exhibits to the American Philatelic Research 

Library (APRL) in Bellefonte, PA, where they can be useful as source material for research for many years.  

What an amazing and inspiring legacy! 

 Some of the exhibits are incomplete because covers were moved between exhibits.  The philatelic 

knowledge in the text of those exhibits is of course intact.  The list of the exhibits: 

International Mail to 1849 (pages from several small displays) 

French-Occupied Switzerland 1792-1815 (Helvetic Republic) * 

Cantonal Domestic Mail 1803-1850 (including route marks) * 

Route Marks of Switzerland  (see above, here mainly route maps) 

French-Swiss Cantonal Postal Treaty Accounting Marks 1828-1845 (80-page version) * 

French-Swiss Cantonal Postal Treaty Accounting Marks 1828-1845 (96-page version) * 

Imperforate Sitting Helvetia (Strubels) 1852-1863 (two slightly different versions) * 

Perforated Sitting Helvetia 1862-1883 (earlier version) * 

Perforated Sitting Helvetia 1862-1883 (later version) * 

International mail 1862-1875 

Domestic Mail 1862-1891 

Switzerland’s Golden Franc (six pages from 1-frame exhibit) 

Postal Cards 1870-1905 (including pre-UPU uses) * 

Acceptable International Uses of Pre-UPU Cards (1-frame) * 

Uses and Misuses of Postal Reply Cards in International Mails to 1906 (1-frame) * 

Stamp-Imprinted Envelopes * 

Hotel Posts (1-frame) * 

Swiss Postal Involvement in 1870-71 Franco-Prussian War (1-frame) * 

Cross & Numeral 1882-1924 (incomplete exhibit) 

 *complete exhibits 

http://www.swissrailsoc.org.uk/links.html
http://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Franco-Swiss%2520Company&uid=1575
http://www.myswitzerland.com/fr/mines-d-asphalte-travers.html
http://dav0.bgdi.admin.ch/kogis_web/downloads/geologie/geotope/geotope-CH_031.pdf
http://docplayer.net/15492927-Postal-markings-and-cancellations-in-switzerland-liechtenstein.html
https://www.amazon.com/Ways-World-History-Worlds-Vehicles/dp/0813526914/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1478028514&sr=1-1&keywords=9780813526911
https://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%2522M.+G.+Lay%2522
https://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%2522James+E.+Vance%2522
https://books.google.com/books?id=flvS-nJga8QC&printsec=frontcover%23v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.amazon.com/Tour-Switzerland-1841-William-Chambers/dp/1130120317/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1478028816&sr=1-1&keywords=tour+Switzerland+1841
https://books.google.com/books/about/A_tour_in_Switzerland_in_1841.html?id=yc3z68i6IxkC
https://books.google.com/books/about/Architects_and_Builders_Magazine.html?id=yQsaAQAAMAAJ
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2017-18 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 
 

 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
6685 Cuttalossa Road 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
mail@brucemarsden.com 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Cheryl Ganz 

PO Box 449 

Winfield, IL 60190 

cherylganz@yahoo.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 

(see column 1) 

 

Audio-visual 

Programs Chair 

Dana Nielsen (see col. 2) 
  

Webmaster 

Bruce Marsden 

(see column 2) 
 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies  

Michael Peter 

(see column 1) 
 

American Philatelic 

Society 

Ernest L. Bergman 

1940 Cliffside Drive 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-0164   

elb3@psu.edu 

 

Liechtenstudy Group 

Paul Tremaine 

410 SW Ninth St. 

Dundee, OR 97115-9731 

editor@liechtenstudy.org 

 

 

Copyright 2016, The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS).  TELL (ISSN 1042-2072) is the official journal of the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society, affiliate #52 of the 

American Philatelic Society and a member of the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies. TELL is published bimonthly 

(Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sep/Nov). 

Opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and 

are not necessarily endorsed by AHPS or the Editor.   

Letters and articles on Swiss, Liechtenstein, UN Geneva 

and related philately are welcome and should be sent to the 

Editor.  Whenever possible, submit material by e-mail as a 

Microsoft Word attachment.  Illustrations may be submitted as 

image files; or we can copy/scan your originals (please consult the 

Editor before sending actual stamps, covers, etc.).  Please include 

your name, address, email address, and telephone number. 

 

Subscriptions for 2016 include AHPS dues: United States, 

$23, which includes first class postage; Canada and Mexico $26; 

overseas air delivery, $31. Request membership applications 

from the Secretary or download from Web page.  Change-of-

Address should be sent to the Secretary. 
 

Commercial advertising copy and rate inquiries should be 

sent to the Editor.  Advertising deadlines: Feb. 1, Apr. 1, June 1, 

Aug. 1, Oct. 1, Dec. 1. 
 

Printed by Short Run Printing, Scottsdale, AZ. 

AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these conventions and 

shows: 

March 31 - April 2, 2017: St. Louis, MO; 

Contact: Michael Peter 

October 27-28, 2017: UNExpo17, Bellefonte, PA 

May 17-20, 2018: NABA: Lugano, Switzerland 

September 2018: SEAPEX, Seattle, WA 

October 2019: INDYPEX, Indianapolis, IN 

mailto:roger@rogerheath.com
mailto:mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
mailto:rtravis@alum.mit.edu
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

Treasurer’s Report: Calendar Year 2016 
 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2016 as compared to 2015.  In 2016, our unre-

stricted fund balance increased by $1,283 even after accounting for the donation of nearly $1,000 of recent 

Swiss philatelic publications to the American Philatelic Research Library.  Your Society’s financial condi-

tion remains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our educational programs around Swiss 

philately in the English language.  A special thank you to all of our contributing donors who allow us to 

keep our dues very affordable for all members and maintain a complete range of services including our all-

color publication of Tell. 
 

 

INCOME                            2016      2015 
Membership dues         $ 4,781 $ 4,743 

TELL advertising           2,228   2,254 

Auction proceeds             503     451 

Sales circuits             150     175 

Publications             299     264 

Interest on accounts             58      51 

Donations - Unrestricted         2,072   6,964 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships       1,052   1,356 

                      _ 

   TOTAL INCOME         11,143  16,258 
 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution        6,702   6,916 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming          120        120 

Trophies and Awards             80     372 

Publications (primarily book purchases for APRL in 2016)   1,074   1,086 

Annual meeting & publicity           115     250 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       716      974 

Corporate, legal, fundraising, banking fees        138      84 

GB & Swiss membership remittances         905   1,271 

   TOTAL EXPENSES          9,850  11,073 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS            $ 1,293   $ 5,185 
 

ASSETS                   Dec 31, 2016  Dec 31, 

2015 
Cash – Sovereign Bank checking & CD accounts   $47,848 $46,476 

Cash – Paypal             616   1,136 

Cash deposit of auction program        1,503   1,452 

Cash sales circuit self-insurance fund       2,090   2,020 

Prepaid Expense – January 2017 Tell         996       - 

   TOTAL ASSETS        $53,053 $51,084 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance     $ 3,913 $ 3,307 

Contingent liability – self insurance fund       2,090   2,020 

   TOTAL LIABILITIES        $ 6,003 $ 5,327 

 

NET ASSETS         $47,050 $45,757 
 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance    $ 5,064 $ 5,064 

        Unrestricted Fund Balance      41,986  40,693 
 

               Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 
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